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position to control his actions; but that now that he was King and grown
up, the situation had entirely altered: for the future he was willing to be
a good son to her, but he would not consult her on matters of policy.
Poor Henrietta Maria had hoped to be able to play the same havoc with
her son's plans as she had played with her husband's, and it was with no
good grace that she outwardly accepted the situation: she continued
until the Restoration to intrigue for a return to power, and she made a
party for herself, with Lord Jermyn at its head, which added consider-
ably to Charles's troubles by its incessant quarrels with his own servants.

Charles's journey to Paris was only en route for Ireland. During the
early spring after the news had arrived of his father's execution,
Charles's council had been divided between two schemes for the
recovery of his kingdoms, one via Scotland and the other via Ireland.
In March Charles wrote to Ormonde congratulating him on the peace
he had recently made with the Catholic Irish, which had considerably
brightened the Royalist prospects in Ireland, and announcing his inten-
tion of proceeding there without delay. In the same month arrived
commissioners from Scotland making offers of assistance, but on
condition that he should take the Covenant and "entertain no other
persons about him but such as were godly men"; but Charles was not
yet reduced to such extremities as to submit to this humiliation, and he
had no hesitation in holding to his plan. But much time was wasted in
raising funds and making other arrangements, and before everything
was ready there was bad news from Ireland: in confirmation of previous
rumours, Ormonde wrote that he had been defeated on August 2 by
General Michael Jones at Rathmines, and he advised Charles to delay
his voyage until the seas had been cleared by the autumn storms of the
Parliamentary ships which were blockading Rupert's fleet in Kinsale
Harbour.

The advice was excellent, but where was Charles to spend the inter-
vening time? He was very unhappy in Paris; his mother made their
relations impossible by offering him advice on his affairs, and he was
forced in self-defence to make a practice <?f rising and leaving her
abruptly when she ventured on forbidden topics; besides, the French
Government were passively hostile: since one splendid entertainment
which they had given him at Compi6gne on his way from Holland they
had entirely ignored his existence. The only part of his dominions
which was still in his possession were the Channel Islands; he had spent
two months in Jersey in 1646, he had most pleasant recollections of the
loyalty and hospitality of the islanders, and it was conveniently situated
as a base for the projected expedition to Ireland. It is not surprising there-
fore that he decided to make it his headquarters for the next few months-